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Editors Note 



Khuda Bakbsh IJbrary, an JriEtitution of 
Importance^ one of the biggest repositories of Arabic and 
■ Ptrgian inaniiscripts in ehe sub-cüntinent., has Jauijobed a 
prü^amme of intensi^.^e r^jseareh in afew fipeciali£ed fields in 

which Indiaj Pakisfan and Bangladesh might be equally 
interested. This.is bei ng realised throtigh South Asian Rej^onyl 
Seminars on select subjecLs. The subjeets are Tibb, QuranieSj 
Indic Religions.Sufjsm, Indian HistoryJ'^er5o-Arabic and Urdu 

Literature. 


Scheine of the proposed Serninars is to sort out the most 

signifreant from amongst the rare and important tu anu Scripts 
preserved in public & private coHections of India. Pakiiftan and 
Bangladesh 'y^htb a vicw to bHng qu.^ their critical editions and^' 


or translatiorst. Librarians and Scholars speeiabsing in the 
subjeet-manuseriptfi are in\ited to participate in the venture. 
Articles coverJng the vviiele range of a particuiar collc-ction, 


briefly introdueing eaeb significan;. inanuseript, are: apecially 

appreciaeed. 


Tbe first Intematiünal Seminar held in 1934^ devoted 
to lonian Medicine CTibb) manuseripts. ProceQdip.gs of the 
Seniinar induding papers, and a eomprehensive Ibt of sü-far 
unoublishod manuficriotä on the suhiecl nreaer^^-ed in tf^e sub- 

■ ^ K dl- 

continent aJready have been published. The Seeond Seminar of 

the series beid in l9Bõ was devoted to Manu5vript5 on Sufism 

(Tasawwuf). 


A list of indo-Pak 


gs cf manuseripts on Sufism 


deemed to be sü far unpublished w^re cirouiat.ed für d ise ussi on. 
A few sigiiifitant manuseripLs v>'ere spccialiy made subjeet of 
detailedstudv. 


ThoSeminörians, at the end oftbediseussions, qlecided that 
(1) the list be revšsed and improvf;d in the light of Seminar 
diseussiöns, and (ii) Maouseripts haid most significanl by the 
Seminar be edited a.rtd^or translai.e.d and published at the 
earliesL convenipneo: and competent scholars be to 

iake up ibe work in ea mest 


Till' Ctunpr^hensive Lists as revised by the seminarians, 
atid thc papcTü as amended m the light of their comments, are 
STOw being 

A.5-i<in Kt^gional Sominar. The Lists eoritain unpublished 
Pträo-Arabic manuacnpLS pre&erved in the public and private 
co]l^cÜün5 üf the sub^troncinenfe. Hüwover, tbey carry only the 

detaih Tcgarding the 

fo]iü5, the dates-j^aia alsothe mi niite suhjects of tbo manu^^cripts 

as, generally i^peakin^, the sources of the lists werc found 
incomplete tn these respects. 

As for the decision to get Llie rare manaacripts edUed, t-he 

wor]^ has been taken up in earnest and ifia hoped that^ before 
iong^^ÜTö Library would bc able to producc crifical cdHionsofthe 

ch oi eest af the rare ma nuseripL-^ iy ing buried in various ori en tal 
collcetiobs since centuries^ unhonoured and unsung. 


baye minirxium description, avoiding 


p re!>ented in the form ofProccedings of the 2nd South 
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